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المقدمة

الـذرة یفعله فـي حـال السـیطرة علـىأن ءلت یوماً عما سیمكن للإنسانهل تسا"
"الواحدة وتحریكها بحریة وسهولة؟

عنــدما أعلــن عـن ظهــور تقنیـة حدیثــة ســمیت فینمـانلسـان العــالم جـاء هــذا علـى
.النانوتكنولوجيیة أونبالتقنیة النانو 

١٩٩٠حقیقـي عـام لقد تنبأ العلماء بمستقبل واعـد لهـذه التقنیـة التـي بـدأت بشـكل
تطویرهــا وقــد وصــل دول الصــناعیة تضـخ الملایــین مــن الــدولارات مـن أجــلوالتـي باتــت الــ

دولار أمــا فــي الولایــات تمویــل الیابــان لــدعم بحــوث النــانوتكنولوجي لهــذا العــام إلــى بلیــون
ر عالم أمریكي لدیهم المقدرة علـى العمـل٤٠.٠٠٠المتحدة فهناك  فـي هـذا المجـال ، وتقـدّ

.٢٠١٥عامالعلم بتریلیون دولار حتىالمیزانیة الأمریكیة المقدمة لهذا

قاربت الخیال ؟فما هو هذا العلم الذي یتوقع له أن یغزو العالم بتطبیقاته التي
وقـد سـبقه النـانوتكنولوجي هـو الجیـل الخـامس الـذي ظهـر فـي عـالم الإلكترونیـات

، التلفزیــونبمــا فیــه(Lamp )أولاً الجیــل الأول الــذي اســتخدم المصــباح الإلكترونــي
الإلكترونیـات الـذي والجیل الثاني الـذي اسـتخدم جهـاز الترانزیسـتور ، ثـم الجیـل الثالـث مـن

قامـت بـاختزال حجـم وهـي عبـارة عـن قطعـة صـغیرة جـداً (IC)اسـتخدام الـدارات التكاملیـة
.رفعت من كفاءتها وعددت من وظائفهالعدید من الأجهزة بل 

الــذي Microprocessorلصــغیرةالجیـل الرابـع باسـتخدام المعالجـات اوجـاء
Personal)مجــال الإلكترونیــات بإنتــاج الحاســبات الشخصــیةأحــدث ثــورة هائلــة فــي

Computer)الكومبیوتریــة الســیلیكونیة التــي أحــدثت تقــدماً فــي العدیــد مـــن والرقــائق
والصــناعیة فمــاذا عــن الجیــل الخــامس ؟وهــو مــا صــار یعــرف باســمالمجــالات العلمیــة

.جيالنانوتكنولو 
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ما هو النانوتكنولوجي ؟
الجســم تطلــق كلمــة نــانو باللغــة الإنجلیزیــة علــى كــل مــا هــو ضــئیل الحجــم دقیــق

.تعني هذه العبارة حرفیاً تقنیات تصنع على مقیاس النانومتر
طولــه ویبلــغ) نــانو متــر(فالنــانو هــو أدق وحــدة قیــاس متریــة معروفــة حتــى الآن 

المعروفــةةعشــرة أضــعاف وحــدة القیــاس الذریــواحــد مــن بلیــون مــن المتــر أي مــا یعــادل
مرة من قطر الشعرة ، وكلمة النـانو٨٠.٠٠٠حجم النانو أصغر بحوالي بالأنغستروم ، و 

تكنولــوجي تســتخدم أیضــاً بمعنــى أنهــا تقنیــة المــواد المتناهیــة فــي الصــغر أو التكنولوجیــا
مجــــال الصــــناعات ینتشــــر، فــــي ) تقنیــــة النــــانو(مصــــطلح وقــــد بــــدأ. ریــــة الدقیقــــة جهالم

.الإلكترونیة

خواص جزیئات النانو
والبیولوجیـة ، نجـد أن الخـواص الطبیعیـة والكیمیائیـة)النـانو(عنـد المسـتوى الـدقیق 

لهــا بســبب أن تختلــف جوهریــاً، وغالبــا بشــكل غیــر متوقــع عــن تلــك المــواد الكبیــرة الموازیــة
التغیـرات فـي المـواد علیهـا بواسـطةخواص الكمیة المیكانیكیة للتفـاعلات الذریـة یـتم التـأثیر 

لمعیـار النـانومتر مـن وفي الواقع أنه مـن خـلال تصـنیع أجهـزة طبقـا. على المستوى الدقیق
الانصـهار والخـواص الممكن السیطرة على الخصائص الجوهریة للمواد بما فـي ذلـك درجـة

.طیسیة وحتى اللون بدون تغیر التركیب الكیمیائي لهااالمغن

لـــــوجي تمكـــــن مـــــن امـــــتلاك الإمكانیـــــة لزیـــــادة كفـــــاءة اســـــتهلاك تكنو النـــــانو
البیئـة،ویحل مشـاكل الصـحة الرئیسـیة،كما إنـه قـادر علـى زیـادة الطاقة،ویساعد في تنظیف
هائـل وبتكـالیف منخفضـة جداَ،وسـتكون منتجـات النـانوتكنولوجي الإنتـاج التصـنیعي بشـكل

.أصغر 
:في الطبتطبیقات النانو تكنولوجي 

تكنولوجیا من أهم التطبیقـات الواعـدة علـى الإطـلاق، هذه الالطبیة لیقاتتعد التطب
یــة تــدخل إلــى جســم الإنســان وترصــد مواقــع نالحصــول علــى مركبــات نانو فمــن المحتمــل
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كمــا .وتــأمر الخلایــا بـإفراز الهرمونــات المناســبة وتــرمم الأنســجة الأمـراض وتحقــن الأدویــة
نســولین داخــل الخلایــا بالجرعــات المناســبة أوالذكیــة أن تحقــن الأیمكــن لهــذه المركبــات

والتـي النانونیـةبالقنابـل السـرطانیة لتفجرهـا مـن الـداخل و تـدعى عندئـذ تدخل إلى الخلایا
.یوم ٣٠٠یوم إلى ٤٣عمر الفئران من استطاعت أن تطیل

تزرع في الدماغ لـتمكن المصـاب یة فباستطاعتها أننأما أجهزة الاستشعار النانو 
.الرباعي من السیربالشلل

یزیــد حجمــه عــن حجــم الخلیــة أســنان ســیلیكوني لاكمــا تــم الحصــول علــى طــاقم
إطلاقهـا مجـدداً إلـى الـدم بمعـدل عشـر خلایـا یستطیع ابتلاع الكریات الحمراء وقضـمها ثـم
یســاعد علــى إدخــال الأدویــة أو الجینــات إلــى فــي الثانیــة ، ویمكــن لطــاقم الأســنان هــذا أن

البـاحثون ویتوقـع .المركز للكثیر مـن الأمـراضوبالتالي یعزز العلاج الخلويداخل الخلایا 
إلـى ثـورة غیـر مسـبوقة للتصـدي للكائنـات الدقیقـة حیـث أن تـؤدي هـذه التكنولوجیـا الجدیـدة

علــى لمضــادات الحیویــةوهــو البــدیل الجدیــد ل(Nanobiotics)یعتمــد النــانوبیوتكس
.)الجراثیم أو الفیروسات(الممرضة الثقب المیكانیكي للخلایا

لّق صناعیا، من الممكـن لـه أن فالنانوبیوتكس هو ببتید حلقي ذاتي التجمع ، خَ ومُ
یــة متناهیــة فــي ندبــابیس نانو أو(Nanotubes)وبییتجمــع علــى هیئــة أنابیــب نــانوت

من الببتیـدات الحلقیـة داخـل د دخول ملایین من هذه الأنابیب اللزجة والمكونةنفع. الصغر
الـبعض ، و تجمـع نفسـها إلـى لجـذر الهلامـي للبكتریـا فإنهـا تنجـذب كیمیائیـاً إلـى بعضـهاا

الخلــوي ، وتعمــل مجموعـــات أنابیــب طویلــة متنامیــة ومتجمعـــة ذاتیــاً تقــوم بثقــب الغشـــاء
البكتیریــة ، وخــلال دقــائق الأنابیـب المتجــاورة هــذه علــى فــتح مســام أكبـر فــي جــدار الخلیــة

وهـذا مـا ، الكهربـائي الخـارجي لغشـائهابكتیریة نتیجة لتشـتیت الجهـدمعدودة تموت الخلیة ال
.ینهي حیاة الخلیة عملیاً 

التقنیـــة نجاحـــاً ملحوظـــاً فـــي القضـــاء علـــى كـــل مـــن الجـــراثیم وقـــد أظهـــرت هـــذه
.العنقودیة الذهبیة المعندة وعصیات القیح الأزرق وغیرها الكثیر
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عمـل وب یختلف تماماً عن طریقةیوتوعلى هذا نرى أن مبدأ النانوبیوتكس و النان
ادات الحیویــة والمطهــرات وبــذلك یصــعب علــى هــذه الكائنــات أن تطــور مناعــة ذاتیــة مضــال
ات الحیویـة والمطهـراتمضـوهـي طریقـة مختلفـة تمامـاً عـن طریقـة عمـل ال. مقاومـة أو ادّ

مــن ســنوات٣-٢علــى البشــر بعــد حــوالي ویتوقــع أن تبــدأ مثــل هــذه التجــارب،الكیماویــة
ب منظمـة الصـحة العالمیـة مبلـغ عشـرة بلایـین دولار اونجاح هذه الطریقة یوفر وبحسالآن

وهــي تكلفــة معالجــة الإصــابات الناجمــة عــن العــدوى بالبكتریــا المقاومــة للمضــادات ســنویاّ 
.الحیویة

یــة یثبــت جدارتــه حالیــاً فــي التجــارب، بعــد أننوأول اســتخدام طبــي للتقنیــة النانو 
الأمریكیـة فـي تطـویر جهـاز مهنـدس بالتقنیـة) إلینـوي(من جامعة ) دیسايتیجال(نجحت 

الســكري عــن اســتخدام داء یــة یــزرع فــي الجســم، بحیــث یغنــي الأشــخاص المصــابین بــنالنانو 
الأنســـولین، وقـــد مضـــت عـــدة أســـابیع علـــى الفئـــران المصـــابة بالســـكري ولـــدیها هـــذا حقـــن

لـــى حقـــن الأنســـولین، أو تبـــدي أي مزروعـــاً فـــي أجســـادها مـــن دون أن تحتـــاج إالجهـــاز
.رفض الجهاز المزروعمظاهر تدل على

الأجهــزة الذكیــة التــي وتَعــد تطــورات كهــذه بتغییــر طریقــة تناولنــا للــدواء، وتوشــك
إلــى الأســواق، وفــي تــزرع فــي الجســم لإعطــاء الأدویــة بدقــة لــدى الحاجــة إلیهــا، أن تنــزل

عنـدما یحتاجهـا جسـم إفراز هرمونـات محـدودةالطریق حالیا أجهزة إلكترونیة تأمر الخلایا بـ
وتسـتغل مصـادر الطاقـة الإنسان، ومولدات للكهرباء ومحركات تجمع نفسها داخل الخلیـة،

.الخاصة بالخلیة لاستعمالها

:نتكنولوجیة النانو وعلاج السرطا
الدقیقــة أن تعمــل بشــكل جــذري علــى تغییــر عــلاج الســرطان إلــى یمكــن للأجهــزة

مــن عــدد العناصــر العلاجیــة، وذلــك لأن الوســائل الدقیقــة، یــد بشــكل كبیــرالأفضــل وان تز 
كـأدوات مصـممة حسـب الطلـب تهـدف لتوصـیل الـدواء علـى سـبیل المثـال یمكـن أن تعمـل

الكیمیائیــة العلاجیــة أو الجینــات العلاجیــة وقــادرة علــى وضــع كمیــات كبیــرة مــن العناصــر
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یمة وســوف یعمــل ذلــك بشــكل كبیــر مــن الســلداخــل الخلایــا الســرطانیة مــع تجنــب الخلایــا
التـي تصـاحب معظـم طـرق العـلاج تخفیض أو التخلص من المضـاعفات الجانبیـة السـلبیة

.الحالیة للسرطان
البیولوجي وهي كبسـولة الفیـروس، المصـنعة مـن عـدد وهناك مثال جید من العالم
إنشـاء وسـیلة خصائص كیمیائیة محددة تعمل معا علىمحدد من البروتینات، كل منها له

ســوف تعمــل تكنولوجیـــة التصــغیر علـــى . الجینیـــةمتعــددة الوظــائف دقیقـــة لتوصــیل المــواد
السـرطان، ومـن خـلال الوسـائل الدقیقـة المبتكـرة تغییر أساس تشخیص وعلاج والوقایة مـن
ذلـك الكشــف عـن الســرطان فـي مراحلــه المبكــرة القـادرة علــى القیـام بوظــائف طبیـة بمــا فـي

.المضادة للسرطان إلى الخلایا السرطانیةفي الجسم وتوصیل الأدویةوتحدید موقعه 

:یة لتفجیر الخلایا السرطانیةنقنابل نانو 
الأمریكــي قنابــل مجهریــه ) میموریــان كیتیــرنج(الســرطان طــور علمــاء مــن مركــز

دیفیـــد (اســـتخدم العلمـــاء بقیـــادة . وتفجرهـــا مـــن الـــداخلذكیـــة تختـــرق الخلایـــا الســـرطانیة،
القنابـل ، ومـن ثـَم اسـتخدامها فـي قتـل الخلایـا مثـل هـذه إنتاج یة فينالتقنیة النانو ) بیرجشین

أكتینیـوم (وعمـل العلمـاء علـى تحریـر ذرات مشـعة مـن مـادة . المختبـرالسرطانیة فـي فئـران
، ونجحــت هــذه الــذرات فــي )قفــص جزیئــي(الأجســام المضــادة مــن تــرتبط بنــوع مــن) ٢٢٥

.ثم في قتلهایة ومناختراق الخلایا السرطان
بالأجسـام أن فریـق العلمـاء توصـل إلـى طریقـة فعالـة لـربط الـذرات) شینبیرج(وأكد 

بالسـرطان واسـتطاعت الفئـران المصـابة. المضادة ومن ثَم إطلاقها ضـد الخلایـا السـرطانیة
ـش الفئـران التـي لـم تتلـقَّ ٣٠٠أن تعیش  العـلاج أكثـر یوم بعد هذا العلاج، في حـین لـم تعِ

.یوماً ٤٣ن م
علــى إطــلاق ثــلاث خلیــة ذات عناصــر إشــعاعیة قــادرة) قنبلــة(وتوجــد فــي كــل 
ذات الطاقـــة (وكـــل جـــزئ مـــن هـــذه الجزیئـــات تطلـــق ذرة ألفـــا. جزیئــات عنـــد اضـــمحلالها
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ذرات ألفـا بقتـل ، لذلك فإن وجودها داخل الخلیة السرطانیة یقلص من احتمـال قیـام)العالیة
.الخلایا السلیمة

مـن مختلـف الأنـواع السـرطانیة ب الطریقـة علـى خلایـا مسـتنبَتة مخبریـاوتـم تجریـ
. وســـرطان الـــدموالبروســـتاتةالتـــي تصـــیب الإنســـان، مثـــل الأورام الســـرطانیة فـــي الثـــدي

العلمــاء أن التجــارب علــى وســتجرَّب الطریقــة أولا فــي مكافحــة ســرطان الــدم بعــد أن تأكــد
.جانبیةالفئران سارت دون ظهور أعراض

:طبیقات العسكریةالت
الأمریكــي ووكالــة ناســا علــى العمــل ضــمن هــذا المجــال یتنــافس كــل مــن الجــیش

یمكن تصغیر نفسـها حتـى تكـون بمقـاس مرتـدیها فیأملون في الحصول على الملابس التي
مقاومــة للرصــاص واللهــب ، أو تغیــر مــن ، أو یمكنهــا أن تتصــلب عنــد الخطــر لتصــبح

.لونها للتمویه أوالتخفي

: مجتمع والبیئةال
الطاقـــة الجدیـــدة والمتجـــددة ســـوف تصـــبح عادیـــة كمثـــال خلایـــا الطاقـــة المصـــنعة 

كفــاءة  % ٨٥یمكــن أن تصــبح أكثــر مــن (Quantum dots)بنــاءا علــى علــم الكــم 
سـوف تسـتغل (Geothermal energy)الریـاح ، الامـواج ، وطاقـة الحـرارة الكونیـة 

خزینهـــا واســـتغلالها بطریقـــة متقدمـــة مثـــل بطاریـــات بطریقـــة أكثـــر كفـــاءة باســـتخدام مـــواد لت
الهیـــدروجین وخلایـــا الوقـــود ، وقیـــاس ذلـــك بواســـطة حســـابات خاصـــة ، ســـوف یمكننـــا مـــن 
مراقبتها ومعرفة تأثیرها على البیئة واتخاذ اجراءات سریعة بـدلا مـن سیاسـة الانتظـار لنـرى 

موجود أصلا فـي بیئتنـا علم النانو سوف یمكننا من التخلص من التلوث ال.ما سوف یحدث
.وسوف یساعدنا على الاستخدام الامثل لمواردنا 

:تطبیقات أخرى 
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یغیـر طریقـة الترتیـب بنـاء علـى النـانو، مـن مــادة ومـا یعكـف علیـه العلـم الآن أن
یحلــم بــه العلمــاء قبــل قــرون بتحویــل المعــادن إلــى أخــرى، وبحــل هــذا اللغــز فــإن مــا كــان

.أن الذهب سیفقد قیمته، لكن الواقعالرخیصة إلى ذهب سیكون ممكنا

فالصـب والطحـن . الجزیئـاتوتعتبر طرق التصنیع الیوم غیر متقنـة علـى مسـتوى
المســتقبل، وحتــى الطباعــة علــى الحجــر تقــوم بنقــل الــذرات فــي مجموعــات ضــخمة ، وفــي

تقــوم بترتیــب مكونــات البنــاء الجوهریــة للطبیعــة ســوف تســمح لنــا تكنولوجیــة التصــغیر ان
كمــا تســمح .حســبما تســمح بــه قــوانین الطبیعــةولة وبــدون تكلفــة وفــي معظــم الأحیــانبســه

ومن الجدیر. جیل جدید تماما من المنتجات الأقوى والأخف وزنا بل والأكثر دقةبتصنیع
أصبحت شائعة إلـى حـد كبیـر) نانو تكنولوجي(أو ) تكنولوجیة التصغیر(بالذكر أن كلمة 

مـن أنـواع الأبحـاث حیـث تكـون أبعـاد المـادة المصـنعة اقـل ویتم استخدامها لوصـف العدیـد
.نانومتر1.000من

تكنولوجیة تصنیع جیدة تسمح لنا ببناء أنظمة كمبیوتر كما یمكننا استخدام
العناصر المنطقیة التي تكون جزیئیة في كل من بشكل غیر مكلف بواسطة كمیات من

وسوف . أنماط معقدة وبالغة الحساسیةخلال الحجم والدقة، ومرتبطة ببعضها البعض من
تكنولوجیة التصغیر (ویمكننا استخدام مصطلح .تسمح تكنولوجیة التصغیر بالقیام بذلك

) النانو تكنولوجي(بدلا عن) التصنیع الجزیئي(أو ) الجزیئیة
وهري بوضع كل یسمح لنا بان نقوم بشكل جالذي نقوم باستخدامه، فإنه یتعین علیه أن

متناسق مع قوانین الطبیعة التي یمكن أن ذرة في المكان الصحیح، وان نجعل كل هیكل
تكالیف التصنیع بشكل بالغ لتكلفة المواد نحددها بالتفاصیل الجزیئیة، مع عدم تجاوز

.الخام والطاقة المطلوبة
قـة ذاتیـاً، بأنظمة تصـنیع النسـخ المتطابوینجم عن شرط التكلفة المنخفضة اهتمام

فـإذا أمكننـا . نفسـها وتصـنیع منتجـات مفیـدةحیـث یمكـن لهـذه الـنظم القیـام بعمـل نسـخ عـن
هذا النظام وتكالیف تصنیع الأنظمـة المشـابهة تصمیم وبناء هذا النظام، فإن تكلفة تصنیع
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بافتراض قـدرتها علـى إنتـاج نسـخ عـن نفسـها فـي بیئـة (والمنتجات التي تعمل على إنتاجها
.منخفضة للغایةسوف تكون) لفة بشكل معقولغیر مك

النانوتكنولوجيانجازات في علم
:أصغر إعلان في العالم.١

الإلكترونــات تمكــن البــاحثون فــي مختبــر فرعــي لإحــدى شــركات١٩٩٠فــي عــام 
مـن عنصـر ذرة٣٥العالمیة العملاقة من صنع أصغر إعلان في العـالم، حیـث اسـتخدموا 

بالعاصــمة شــركة ذي الحــروف الثلاثــة علــى واجهــة مقــر فرعهــاالزینــون فــي كتابــة اســم ال
الصــناعیة فــي ویتنبــأ العلمــاء بمســتقبل واعــد لهــذه التقنیــة، التــي باتــت الــدول! السویســریة

.تطویرهاأوروبا والیابان والولایات المتحدة تضخ إلیها ملایین الدولارات من أجل
ملیــون٤٩٧ص أكثــر مــن والولایــات المتحــدة وحــدها التزمــت هــذا العــام بتخصــی

بالبحــث دولار للتقنیــة النانویــة واســتخداماتها، كمــا أن شــركات الكمبیــوتر الكبــرى المهتمــة
ثلــث المبــالغ المخصصــة تقــوم بتخصــیص مــا یصــل إلــى) IBM(و) HP(العلمــي، مثــل 

.للبحوث العلمیة على التقنیة النانویة
النـانوتكنولوجي بابـاً علمیـة دفعـة واحـدة، واحتلـت أبحـاثوقـد ظهـرت عـدة تقـاریر

، ثـم تلاهـا عـدة تقـاریرفي)م٢٠٠٠(فـي نـوفمبرِ ) سـاینس(الأمریكیة كاملاً في مجلة العلم
مطبوعـــات علمیـــة أخـــرى كمجلـــة الطبیعـــة مطبوعــات علمیـــة أخـــرى كمجلـــة الطبیعـــة فـــي

)(Nature

:البلاستیك المهجن.٢
اص البلاسـتیك والزیـوت لتغییر خو هذه التقنیةفي علم المواد یستخدمونالباحثون
.مقاومة للحرارة وزیادة قوتها ومرونتهاوالأنسجة لتصبح

أو البلاســـتیك المهجـــن، بإضـــافة مـــواد ،)هـــایبرد بلاســـتیك(وتقـــوم حالیـــاً شـــركة 
المحركــات النفاثـة وحتــى ألــواح زیــوت یــة لمـواد تمتــد مــننمصـنعة عــن طریـق التقنیــة النانو 



النانو تكنولوجى

١٠

وتعتبــر هــذه الجســیمات الدقیقــة التــي .اض الســباحةالــدوائر الكهربائیــة فــي القــوارب وأحــو 
أي واحـد (نـانومتر،٣یقـدر بحـوالي تبیعها الشركة صغیرة جـداً لدرجـة أن قطـر أكبـر جسـیم

. )من ملیار من المتر
البلاســتیك خــواص فریــدة كالقــدرة علــى مقاومــة الحــرارة وتُكســب هــذه الجســیمات

.صلابتهواللهب والبرد، فضلا عن زیادة
شركات الكیماویات الأخرى التي تدرس مجال التقنیة النانویة ومن 

التي یحاول علماؤها صناعة ألیاف توصل الكهرباء ویمكنها تغییر شكلها ) دوبونت(ةشرك
لاستخدام هذه الألیاف في الثیاب ) دوبونت(وتهدف . المستدیر إلى المثلث والمربعمن

.تغیر لونها وحجمها وفقا لطلب المرتديالتي
جسیمات دقیقة مثل أكسید الزنك ببیع) نانوفیز تكنولوجیز(ما تقوم شركة ك

المنتجات من التغلیف یة لصانعي شتىنمصنعة عن طریق استخدام التقنیة النانو 
.الصناعي إلى مستحضرات التجمیل

جدیــدة مــن البلاســتیك الــذي یحتــوي علــى هــذه الجســیمات أنواعــاً ) ناســا(وتختبــر 
وتختبــره أیضــا القــوات العســكریة وشــركات الطیــران اء الدولیــة،علــى هیكــل محطــة الفضــ

یعتبـر .الطـائرات والصـواریخ والأقمـار الصـناعیةلاسـتخدامه كبـدیل للهیاكـل المعدنیـة علـى
المحتـوي علـى هـذه الجسـیمات أرخـص وأسـهل مـن صـنع هیاكـل الصـواریخ مـن البلاسـتیك

ن ذخیـــرة أو قمـــراً صـــناعیاً مـــن ســـواء كـــاالهیاكـــل المعدنیـــة التـــي یمكنهـــا حمایـــة الحمـــل
بـــرد الفضـــاء القاســـي وحـــرارة التـــي تطـــوف بالفضـــاء وتتحمـــلالاصـــطدام مـــع النفایـــات

.الاحتكاك عند العودة للأرض
الذكر زیتـاً لسـلاح الجـو الأمریكـي یمكنـه تحمـل حـرارة وتصنع نفس الشركة الآنفة

یــوت الحالیــة مــن درجــة أعلــى مــن الز ١٠٠حــوالي درجــة فهرنهایــت، أي٥٠٠تصــل إلــى 
.دون الاحتراق أو الانحلال

بتطویر تغلیف بلاسـتیكي مقـاوم للخـدش لخـوذات الطیـارین ) ترایتون(شركة وتقوم
.وقد یُستخدم هذا التغلیف بعدسات النظارات العادیة قریبا. الأمریكیةفي البحریة
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أضرار النانو تكنولوجي
:اليذكرت جریدة الیوم في إحدى أعدادها المقال الت

النـانوتكنولوجيفـي الفوائـد والأخطـار المحتملـة بـدأت الحكومـة البریطانیـة البحـث"
وبینمـا یسـتطیع علـم . الملكیة والأكادیمیة الملكیة للهندسـةمن خلال دراسة تجریها الجمعیة

فـــإن النـــانوتكنولوجي فـــي مقـــدوره التلاعـــب " إیـــه.إن.دي"النـــووي الوراثـــة تغییـــر الحـــامض
عـادة ترتیـب جزیئاتهـا، ومـن بـین الفوائـد المرجـوة ورها حیةبالمادة بكافة ص ٕ كانت أم میتـة وا
مـواد جدیـدة أكثـر ذكـاء یمكـن اسـتخدامها فـي صـنع الطـائرات والمركبـات لهذا العلم تصنیع
.بسبل علاج الأمراض وصنع أجهزة الكومبیوتر فائقة السرعةوالمباني والارتقاء

میــــر ویلــــز، یخشــــون أن تــــؤدي أمیــــر تشــــارلز ألكــــن المعارضــــین، وخصوصــــا
خطیــرة أو إنســان آلــي لدیــه القــدرة علــى النــانوتكنولوجي إلــى تطــویر أســلحة دمــار شــامل

التكنولوجیــا ربمــا تــؤدي إلــى تصــنیع كائنــات بــل وادعــى الــبعض أن هــذه. استنســاخ نفســه
نفســها تخــرج عــن نطــاق الســیطرة البشــریة وتــدمر استنســاخشــدیدة الدقــة لــدیها القــدرة علــى

.الم وتحیله إلى مادة لزجةالع
ألیــاف الأنبــوب الكربــوني شــدید الصــغر التــي جــرى تصــنیعها فــي جامعــة لكــن

وبالاضــافة إلــى . ریتشاردســون بالولایــات المتحــدة تكــاد تنعــدم أضــرارهاتكســاس فــي دالاس
فإنهـا تتمتـع بقـوة لا تصـدق إذ تتجـاوز قوتهـا قـوة السـلك الصـلب بمقـدار خواصـها الكهربیـة

.الخیوط الحریریة التي تنسجها العنكبوتة وتضارععشرین مر 
فــي مجلــة نیتشــر اســتخدمنا ألیــاف وقــال فریــق مــن العلمــاء بقیــادة راي بوجمــان
وتشـمل .القـدرة وأدخلناهـا فـي الأنسـجةالأنبوب الكربوني شدید الصغر لعمل مكثفـات فائقـة

جها وحیاكتهــا أجهــزة التــي یســهل نســالألیــافنســیجیة الواعــدة لهــذه-التطبیقــات الالكتــرو
".الكهرومغناطیسیة والهوائیات والبطاریاتوالدروعالإلكترونیةالاستشعار والوصلات 

النانوتكنولوجيما قیل عن
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:روب كامبوس
مــن أفــلام هولیــود حــول آلات أصــغر حجمــاً مــن الخلیــة، تــدور حبكــات العدیــد

بـــات والفیروســـات التـــي البشـــري وتتصـــدى للمیكرو تتغلغـــل عبـــر الفضـــاء الـــداخلي للجســـم
ذا كانــت هــذه الصــورة هولیودیــة . المســتقبلتهاجمــه، وبصــورة مــن الصــور تشــبه فانتازیــا ٕ وا
معامــل التكنولوجیــا العملیــة قــد خطــوا خطــوات علــى الشاشــة الفضــیة، إلا أن البــاحثین فــي

هي ما یسمى) نانویة(التي تنتج آلات متناهیة الصغر تكنولوجیا-جبارة في مجال النانو
تقـوم تكنولوجیا التي تستند إلى علوم تمكننا من تصنیع أشـیاء علـى مسـتوى الـذرات-بالنانو

.بمحاربـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــة الأمـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــراض مـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــن خلیـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــة إلـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــى أخـــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــــرى
ــاس الخلایــا بالمیكرونــات، ویســاوي المیكــرون الواحــد ملیــون جــزء مــن المتــر، وتقــاس وتقُ
ألــف ٨٠واحـدا علــى منــه ملیـار جــزء مـن المتــر أو الـذرات بالنــانومتر الـذي یعــادل الواحـد

تكنولوجیــا إلــى بنــاء وتســخیر أشــیاء علــى -النــانووترمــي. جــزء مــن عــرض شــعرة الإنســان
).من حیث الحجم(المستوى الذري 

:الكهربائیة بجامعة كالیفورنیا،لوس أنجلوسجاك جودي أستاذ الهندسة.د
ر بتكنولوجیـــا اســـتقطاالنـــانوتكنولوجي؛ أولاهمـــا مـــا یســـمیههنـــاك تصـــوران لنمـــو

تكنولوجیـا تـم إنتاجهـا -الثمالة، حیث یسعى مهندسو الجزیئات إلى تشكیل بنیات من النـانو
علـــى تصــــغیر أمــــا التصـــور الثــــاني فیقـــوم. الواحـــدة بعـــد الأخــــرى مـــن وحــــدات جزیئیـــة
وتطبیقــات وقــد نشــأ النــوع الأخیــر مــن علــوم. التكنولوجیــات الموجــودة إلــى الحــد الأقصــى

.(MEMS)رف مخترعاته باسم المیماتالإلكترونیات الدقیقة، وتع
ظلــت تكنولوجیــا التصــنیع المســتخدمة فــي صــنع المیمــات تتطــور " :یقــول جــودي

ولقـد أصـبح مـن الممكـن الآن . الدوائر الكهربیـة المتناهیـة الصـغرباستمرار بفضل صناعة
یـة، میكانیكیـة أو سـائلة تتمیـز بدقـة الحجـم بصـورة تكـاد تكـون متناهإنتاج بنیات كهربیة أو

وهذا یعنـي ". أو السیلكون وحدات ومعدات أصغر حجما من المیكرونإذ ننتج من الزجاج
.یجرى استبدالها بأخرى أصغر فأصغر حجماأن الآلات المعقدة
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في مجالٍ مـن التكنولوجیـا لعـزل الخلایـا في الوقت الحاضر یعمل الدكتور جودي
ن تعـریض الخلیـة لمـؤثرات الإشـعاع إ: "مشـروعهومراقبة وظائفها الفسیولوجیة، ویقـول عـن

أو الكیماویــات الأخــرى ســیغیّر البیئــة الخلویــة أو درجــة الحــرارة أو معــدلات تــدفق الســوائل
إلا أن التكنولوجیــا التــي نعكــف . بوتــائر بطیئــة جــداوحالیــا یــتم كــل ذلــك ولكــن. الخارجیــة

بــدوره یســمح كبیــر مــن الخلایــا فــي وقــت واحــد، وهــذاعلــى تطویرهــا تســمح باســتخدام عــدد
فقـد كـانوا آنـذاك . أكبـر ممـا كـان متـوفرا فـي الماضـيللعلماء بدراسة سـلوكیات الخلیـة بدقـة
الخلیـــة دون أن تكـــون لـــدیهم أیـــة فكـــرة عمـــا یحـــدث یســـتطیعون مراقبـــة مـــا یحـــدث خـــارج

لـدى جـودي هـي الرقاقـة البیولوجیـة وهـي قطعـة صـغیرة مربّعـة مـن الأداة المفضـلة.بداخلها
ـــة تها ســنتیمترالزجــاج مســاح فــي ســنتیمتر، وبهــا قنــوات صــغیرة تســتطیع أن تعــزل الخلیّ

. ویستطیع العالم أن یراقب مـا یحـدث للخلیـة عـن طریـق المجهـر.والمنافذ المتصلة بالخلیّة
تصنیع الأدویة تبدي اهتماما كبیـرا بهـذه التكنولوجیـا التـي یعمـل ویخبرنا جودي أن شركات

.الشركات بتطویر مكتشفاتها في علم وصناعة الدواءستسمح لتلكعلى تطویرها لأنها

:المهندس البیولوجي والأستاذ المساعد في جامعة بردو(توماس ویبستر (
تكنولوجیـــا -واحـــد مـــن أول تطبیقـــات النـــانوإن إیصـــال الـــدواء إلـــى الجســـم هـــو

إلــى الخلیـة جرعــة دوائیـة یقــل حجمهــا وعـن طریقهــا یمكـن أن نــدخل. المرشـحة للاســتخدام
یمكن إعطاء الأدویة للمرضـى علـى والواقع أنه". نانو متر دون أن تلفت النظر١٠٠عن 

. علــــى الخلایــــا المســــتهدفةهیئـــة أقــــراص یقــــاس حجمهــــا بــــالمیكرون تقـــوم بــــإطلاق الــــدواء
كمیاتـه متناهیـة الصـغر بهـذا والنظریـة المعتمـدة هنـا هـي أن فاعلیـة الـدواء تـزداد إذا كانـت

المـریض لأنهـا لـن تسـتهدف لجرعة الدوائیة كلما قل ضررها علىوكلما تضاءلت ا. الشكل
.حینها إلا الخلایا المسببة للمرض أو للعدوى

صـلاح الأنسـجة ویبحث ٕ ویبستر أیضا في وسائل استخدام المواد النانویة لتـرمیم وا
برهنت الوسائل التقلیدیة مثـل زرع العظـام والأوعیـة الدمویـة علـى عجزهـا عـن الطبیعیة، إذ

لقـد: "ویقـول وبسـتر. النعومـة واسـتواء السـطح الـذي یتـوافر باسـتخدام المـواد النانویـةفیرتـو 
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وجدنا أن البیئـات النانویـة تسـاعد الجسـم علـى إعـادة إنتـاج نفسـه بصـورة أفضـل سـواء فـي
ولقـد جـرى إثبـات كـل. مجـال العظـام أو الأوعیـة الدمویـة أو الغضـروفیات وخلایـا المثانـة

ـــك عملیـــا متوقـــع أن تتوســـع اســـتخداماتها فـــي الجســـم البشـــري فـــي وقـــت قریـــب ومـــن ال. ذل
كمـا أنـه مـن المتوقـع أن تبقـى المـواد الجدیـدة عاملـة داخـل الجسـم لمـدة أطـول مـن ."نسـبیا
.التقلیدیةعاما المتاحة حالیا لمعظم أشكال استزراع الأعضاء١٥الـمدة

بمدینــة بجامعــة رایــسلقســم الهندســة البیولوجیــة الأســتاذة المســاعدة-جنیفــر ویســت
طالة عمر المصابین بههیوستن بولایة تكساس ٕ :والمختصة بأبحاث علاج السرطان وا

علـى التشـبّع وتجري أبحاثها على مادة تعرف باسم القشور النانویـة تتمیـز بقـدرتها
الجسـم إلـى بالضوء من الدرجة فـوق الأشـعة الحمـراء، والمعـروف بقدرتـه علـى التغلغـل فـي

بشــكل منــتظم نقــوم بحقــن القشــور النانویــة: "وتشــرح جنیفــر العملیــة قائلــة. أعمــاق كبیــرة
نقــوم بتســلیط ونتركهــا تتحــرك خــلال الجســم لتصــل إلــى الخلایــا الســرطانیة وتلــتحم بهــا، ثــم

القشــور أشــعة قریبــة مــن الأشــعة فــوق الحمــراء عبــر الأنســجة، وبســب ذلــك ترتفــع حــرارة
."موتهاالخلایا السرطانیة فتلتحم بها وتسببوتخلق فتحات مسامیة في غشاء. النانویة

وقــد رأینــا. تكنولوجیــا-إن ذلــك تطبیــق مــدهش للنــانو: "وتضــیف جنیفــر ویســت
حـالات شـفاء كامـل مــن الأورام فـي الفئـران والحیوانـات المعملیــة الأخـرى التـي كنـا نجــري

ن یعــاني تجاربنــا علیهــا، ومنهــا مــا عــاش لشــهور وشــهور دون أن تعــود الأعــراض التــي كــا
."إلى الظهورمنها
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ملخص

ویتمیـز بـأن المـواد فـي حجـم ، علم النانو هو علم الجزیئات المتناهیة في الصـغر 
.النانو تكتسب خواص جدیدة تختلف تماما عن مماثلاتها في الأحجام الأكبر 

، ق ویمكـــن اســـتخدام هـــذه التقنیـــة فـــي مجـــالات كثیـــرة اعتمـــادا علـــى المبـــدأ الســـاب
فیمكن استخدامها في الطـب فـي مجـالات كثیـرة منهـا اسـتخدامها بـدیلا للمضـادات الحیویـة 

.و في علاج السرطان وفي امكانیة توصیل الدواء للمكان المخصص لیقوم بتأثیره 
كما یمكن استخدامها في الصناعة حیث تكسـب المـواد الصـلابة والمحافظـة علـى 

أیضــا فــي صــناعة الاغذیــة كمــواد حافظــة ومكونــات وتســتخدم. هیئتهــا مــن مــؤثرات البیئــة 
.للأواني التي تحویها 

. أمـــا عـــن اســـتخدامها فـــي صـــناعة الأســـلحة فهـــذا أكثـــر مـــا یقلـــق بعـــض الـــدول 
والجــدیر بالــذكر أن جزیئــات النــانو كانــت تســتخدم مــن قــدیم الزمــان فــي صــناعة الســیوف 

.والتي تكون الاكثر حدة في هذه الصورة 
امها المتوقـــع فـــي صــناعة الحواســـیب الإلكترونیـــة وانهـــا ستضـــفي ولا ننكــر اســـتخد

ولكن لكل سیف حدان أما عـن الحـد الثـاني . على هذه الصناعة الكثیر من الدقة والاتقان 
للسیف أن هـذه الجزیئـات ربمـا تـؤدي الـى بعـض المضـاعفات لجسـم الإنسـان الضـارة نظـرا 

وهنــــاك بعــــض . للمــــخ لصــــغر حجمهــــا ممــــا یــــؤدي الــــى ســــرعة امتصاصــــها و وصــــولها
.الدراسات تشیر الى وجود بعض التأثیرات على البیئة ولكنها تكاد تكون لا تذكر 

الخاتمة
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لا طــل علــیكم فیــه حتــىنهــذا الــذي لــم نــاتقدیمــه مــن خــلال بحثناهــذا مــا اســتطع
جـل و مل من المولى عـزنأمنه المفید و نافیه وذكر نااختصر ایدخل إلى أنفسكم الملل ولكنن

االله ینـــــال البحـــــث المتواضـــــع هـــــذا رضـــــاكم وبـــــإذنفیـــــه وتعـــــم الفائـــــدة منـــــه ، اأن یوفقنـــــ
.واستحسانكم

المراجع
دكتوراه (–)ماجستیر في التشخیص المخبري(فمقال للدكتورة رحاب الصوّاعن .١

)الحیویة من جامعة دمشقفي الكیمیاء
لجزیرةجریدة ا.٢
٣.http://www.nano.org.uk

http://www.nano.org.uk
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I. Executive Summary

Believing that Nanotechnology (NT) will change the world
in the next 10-20 years as it will participate in changing all the
recent concepts of different nowadays applications including
Industry, Agriculture, Water Purification, Medicinal Diagnosis and
Treatment, even Military applications leading to a massive
scientific revolution in nearly all sciences.

The revolution caused by NT depends on the fact that nano-
sized particles have much great difference properties than the same
ordinary-sized particles, leading to discovering new properties for
the now-known substances so that these substances could have
better properties or could be used for new purposes.

Many countries nowadays are doing research on NT, how to
develop it, manufacturing new machines that will serve NT. Among
them are the U.S.A, the European Union and Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia as an example in the Middle East.

Also many institutes are established to aid reaching the NT
goals as National Nanotechnology Standardization Laboratory
(NSL), National Nanotechnology Initiative (NNI) and others.

Looking up for a general definition of NT we will define it
as: "The production and use of materials with purposely engineered
features close to the atomic or molecular scale".

In this Research, we will try to focus on some important
concepts of NT, define devices and methods used and give some
examples on various applications that all already applied or may be
applied in a few years.
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Among the material introduced will be Nano-scale
significance, what nanomaterials are, how they are constructed and
what their properties are, including some examples on materials
designed using Nano-scale.

Then, various NT applications will be reviewed, starting by
Nano-Medicine, how will NT change today's methods of diagnosis
and treatment and how will it overcome the short comings of these
methods. It will be showed that NT will not only be able to treat
some diseases and fix broken tissues, but it will be able to enter the
cells themselves and control their activity. Thus,  treating more
complicated disorders. Also it will avoid the appearance of any new
plague due to new unknown micro-organisms due to its better
ability to identify, diagnose and treat diseases.
The Nano-medicine will also include some future applications that
will make the physicians work easier. So, NT ensures a better
human's health for the next upcoming years.

An Important part of NT is its Cancer diagnosis and therapy
which will be discussed including the devices used and mechanisms
of their action.

Another important application will be the use of NT in food
processing, preservation and agriculture including today's already
present nanofoods and other materials, how the shelf life of
packaged food will be extended and some applications on NT used
in agriculture. And a final example, how Water can be purified
using NT.

Finally, limitations of NT must be considered as a new
technology so as to try to get the best of NT without introducing
risks mainly to the human being.
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NT will provide a better, more advanced and healthier life
for the human being. By other meaning, it will present us a new
future in all fields.

"Nanotechnology is a truth and promises it holds are
stronger than fiction"
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II. Introduction

In 1965, Gordon Moore, one of the founders of Intel
Corporation, made the astounding prediction that the number of
transistors that could be fit in a given area would double every 18
months for the next ten years. This it did and the phenomenon
became known as "Moore's Law".
This trend has continued far past the predicted 10 years until this
day, going from just over 2000 transistors in the original 4004
processors of 1971 to over 700,000,000 transistors in the Core 2.
There has been a corresponding decrease in the size of individual
electronic elements, going from millimeters in the 60's to hundreds
of nanometers in modern circuitry.

At the same time, the chemistry, biochemistry and molecular
genetics communities have been moving in the other direction.
Over much the same period, it has become possible to direct the
synthesis, either in the test tube or in modified living organisms.

Finally, the last quarter of a century has seen tremendous
advances in our ability to control and manipulate light. We can
generate light pulses as short as a few femtoseconds (1 fs = 10−15 s).
Light too has a size and this size is also on the hundred nanometer
scale.

II.1. Historical background
Humans have unwittingly employed nanotechnology for

thousands of years.

For example: in making steel, paintings and in vulcanizing
rubber. Each of these processes rely on the properties of
stochastically-formed atomic ensembles mere nanometers in size,
and are distinguished from chemistry in that they don't rely on the
properties of individual molecules. But the development of the
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body of concepts now subsumed under the term nanotechnology
has been slower.

The first mention of some of the distinguishing concepts in
nanotechnology (but predating use of that name) was in 1867 by
James Clerk Maxwell when he proposed as a thought experiment a
tiny entity known as Maxwell's Demon able to handle individual
molecules.
The first observations and size measurements of nano-particles was
made during first decade of 20th century. They are mostly
associated with Richard Adolf Zsigmondy who made detail study
of gold sols and other nanomaterials with sizes down to 10 nm and
less. He published a book in 1914.

He used ultra microscope that employs dark field method for
seeing particles with sizes much less than light wavelength.
Zsigmondy was also the first who used nanometer explicitly for
characterizing particle size. He determined it as 1/1,000,000 of
millimeter. He developed a first system classification based on
particle size in nanometer range.

II.2. What is Nanotechnology?
One of the problems facing nanotechnology is the confusion

about its definition. Most definitions revolve around the study and
control of phenomena and materials at length scales below 100 nm
and quite often they make a comparison with a human hair, which
is about 80,000 nm wide.

Some definitions include a reference to molecular systems
and devices and nanotechnology '"purists" argue that any definition
of nanotechnology needs to include a reference to "functional
systems". The inaugural issue of Nature Nanotechnology asked 13
researchers from different areas what nanotechnology means to
them and the responses, from enthusiastic to skeptical, reflect a
variety of perspectives.
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Figure (1):Human hair fragment and a network of single-walled
carbon nanotubes

It seems that a size limitation of nanotechnology to the 1-
100 nm range, the area where size-dependant quantum effects come
to bear, would exclude numerous materials and devices, especially
in the pharmaceutical area, and some experts caution against a rigid
definition based on a sub-100 nm size.

Another important criteria for the definition is the
requirement that the nano-structure is man-made. Otherwise you
would have to include every naturally formed biomolecule and
material particle, in effect redefining much of chemistry and
molecular biology as "nanotechnology".

The most important requirement for the nanotechnology
definition is that the nano-structure has special properties that are
exclusively due to its nanoscale proportions.

II.3. Nanotechnology Definitions:
The U.S. National Nanotechnology Initiative (NNI) defines

NT as: "The understanding and control of matter at dimensions of
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roughly 1 to 100 nanometers"…nanotechnology involves imaging,
measuring, modeling, and manipulating matter at this length scale.

The Europeans end to define it more simply as: "The dealing
with applications and products with engineered structures smaller
than 100 nanometers".

Generally, Nanotechnology (NT) is the production and use
of materials with purposely engineered features close to the atomic
or molecular scale. NT deals with putting things together atom-by-
atom and with structures so small they are invisible to the naked
eye. It provides the ability to create materials, devices and systems
with fundamentally new functions and properties.

II.4. The Significance of Nanoscale
A nanometer (nm) is one thousand millionth of a meter. For

comparison, a red blood cell is approximately 7,000 nm wide and a
water molecule is almost 0.3nm across. People are interested in the
nanoscale because it is at this scale that the properties of materials
can be very different from those at a larger scale.

Nanoscience is the study of phenomena and manipulation of
materials at atomic, molecular and macromolecular scales, where
properties differ significantly from those at a larger scale.

Chemists have been making polymers, which are large
molecules made up of nanoscale subunits, for many decades and
nanotechnologies have been used to create the tiny features on
computer chips for the past 20 years. However, advances in the
tools that now allow atoms and molecules to be examined and
probed with great precision have enabled the expansion and
development of nanoscience and nanotechnologies.

The bulk properties of materials often change dramatically
with nano ingredients. Composites made from particles of nano-
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size ceramics or metals smaller than 100 nanometers can suddenly
become much stronger than predicted by existing materials-science
models. For example, metals with a so-called grain size of around
10 nanometers are as much as seven times harder and tougher than
their ordinary counterparts with grain sizes in the hundreds of
nanometers. The causes of these drastic changes stem from the
weird world of quantum physics.

The bulk properties of any material are merely the average
of all the quantum forces affecting all the atoms. As you make
things smaller and smaller, you eventually reach a point where the
averaging no longer works.

II.5. Reasons for the Difference in Material Properties by
Applying Nanoscale:
1. Surface area:

Nanomaterials have a relatively larger surface area when
compared to the same mass of material produced in a larger form.
This can make materials more chemically reactive (in some cases
materials that are inert in their larger form are reactive when
produced in their nanoscale form), and affect their strength or
electrical properties.

2. Quantum effects:
They can begin to dominate the behaviour of matter at the

nanoscale - particularly at the lower end - affecting the optical,
electrical and magnetic behaviour of materials.
Examples of the effects these factors opaque substances become
transparent (copper); stable materials turn combustible (aluminum);
solids turn into liquids at room temperature (gold); insulators
become conductors (silicon). A material such as gold, which is
chemically inert at normal scales, can serve as a potent chemical
catalyst at nanoscales.
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Much of the fascination with nanotechnology stems from
these quantum and surface phenomena that matter exhibits at the
nanoscale.

This effect does not come into play by going from macro to
micro dimensions.

II.6. Nanomaterials
Are those which have structured components with at least

one dimension less than 100nm.

Nanomaterials can be constructed by 'top down' techniques,
producing very small structures from larger pieces of material.
For example: by Etching to create circuits on the surface of a
silicon microchip. They may also be constructed by 'bottom up'
techniques, atom by atom or molecule by molecule.

II.6.1. Methods of Nanomaterials Construction:
1. Self-assembly:

In which the atoms or molecules arrange themselves into a
structure due to their natural properties. Crystals grown for the
semiconductor industry provide an example of self assembly, as
does chemical synthesis of large molecules.

2. Using tools to move each atom or molecule individually.

Although this ‘positional assembly’ offers greater control
over construction, it is currently very laborious and not suitable for
industrial applications.

It has been 25 years since the scanning tunneling microscope
(STM) was invented, followed four years later by the atomic force
microscope, and that's when nanoscience and nanotechnology
really started to take off. Various forms of scanning probe
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microscopes based on these discoveries are essential for many areas
of today's research.

Current applications of nanoscale materials include very thin
coatings used, for example, in electronics and active surfaces as
self-cleaning windows.

II.6.2. Properties of Nanomaterials
In tandem with surface-area effects, quantum effects can

begin to dominate the properties of matter as size is reduced to the
nanoscale.

These can affect the optical, electrical and magnetic
behaviour of materials, particularly as the structure or particle size
approaches the smaller end of the nanoscale. Materials that exploit
these effects include quantum dots, and quantum well lasers for
optoelectronics.

For other materials such as crystalline solids, as the size of
their structural components decreases, there is much greater
interface area within the material; this can greatly affect both
mechanical and electrical properties.

For example, most metals are made up of small crystalline
grains; the boundaries between the grain slow down or arrest the
propagation of defects when the material is stressed, thus giving it
strength. If these grains can be made very small, or even nanoscale
in size, the interface area within the material greatly increases,
which enhances its strength.

For example, nanocrystalline nickel is as strong as hardened
steel.
Understanding surfaces and interfaces is a key challenge for those
working on nanomaterials, and one where new imaging and
analysis instruments are vital.
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III.6.3. Nanomaterial Science
Below we outline some examples of nanomaterials and the

range of nanoscience that is aimed at understanding their
properties. As will be seen, the behaviour of some nanomaterials is
well understood, whereas others present greater challenges.

III.6.3.1. Materials can be produced that are nanoscale in:
-One dimension as very thin surface coatings.
-Two dimensions as nanowires and nanotubes.
-Three dimensions as nanoparticles.

III.6.3.1.1. Nanoscale in One Dimension
III.6.3.1.1.1. Thin films

They are used in the silicon integrated-circuit industry as
many devices rely on thin films for their operation, and control of
film thicknesses approaching the atomic level is routine.

Monolayers (layers that are one atom or molecule deep) are
also routinely made and used in chemistry. The formation and
properties of these layers are reasonably well understood from the
atomic level upwards, even in quite complex layers (such as
lubricants). Advances are being made in the control of the
composition and smoothness of surfaces, and the growth of films.

III.6.3.1.1.2. Engineered surfaces
The ones that have tailored properties such as large surface

area or specific reactivity are used routinely in a range of
applications such as in fuel cells and catalysts. The large surface
area provided by nanoparticles, together with their ability to self
assemble on a support surface, could be of use in all of these
applications.
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III.6.3.1.2. Nanoscale in Two Dimensions
III.6.3.1.2.1. Carbon Nanotubes:

Carbon nanotubes (CNTs) were first observed by Sumio
Iijima in 1991. CNTs are extended tubes of rolled rapheme
sheets.

There are two types of CNT:

1-Single-walled (one tube)
2-Multi-walled (several concentric tubes)

Both of these are typically a few raphemes in diameter and
several micrometers to centimeters long. CNTs have assumed an
important role in the context of nanomaterials, because of their
novel chemical and physical properties. They are mechanically very
strong (their Young’s modulus is over 1 terapascal, making CNTs
as stiff as diamond), flexible (about their axis), and can conduct
electricity extremely well (the helicity of the rapheme sheet
determines whether the CNT is a semiconductor or metallic). All of
these remarkable properties give CNTs a range of potential
applications.

For example, in reinforced composites, sensors,
nanoelectronics and display devices

CNTs are now available commercially in limited quantities.
They can be grown by several techniques. However, the selective
and uniform production of CNTs with specific dimensions and
physical properties is yet to be achieved. The potential similarity in
size and shape between CNTs and asbestos fibres has led to
concerns about their safety.
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II.6.3.1.2.2. Inorganic Nanotubes:
Inorganic nanotubes and inorganic fullerene-like materials

based on layered compounds such as molybdenum disulphide were
discovered shortly after CNTs. They have excellent tribological
(lubricating) properties, resistance to shockwave impact, catalytic
reactivity, and high capacity for hydrogen and lithium storage,
which suggest a range of promising applications. Oxide-based
nanotubes (such as titanium dioxide) are being explored for their
applications in catalysis, photo-catalysis and energy storage.

II.6.3.1.2.3. Nanowires:
Nanowires are ultra fine wires or linear arrays of dots,

formed by self-assembly. They can be made from a wide range of
materials. Semiconductor nanowires made of silicon, gallium
nitride and indium phosphides have demonstrated remarkable
optical, electronic and magnetic characteristics (for example, silica
nanowires can bend light around very tight corners).

Nanowires have potential applications in high-density data
storage; either as magnetic read heads or as patterned storage
media, and electronic and opto-electronic nanodevices, for metallic
interconnects of quantum devices and nanodevices. The preparation
of these nanowires relies on sophisticated growth techniques, which
include self assembly processes, where atoms arrange themselves
naturally on stepped surfaces, chemical vapour deposition (CVD)
onto patterned substrates, electroplating or molecular beam epitaxy
(MBE). The ‘molecular beams’ are typically from thermally
evaporated elemental sources.

II.6.3.1.2.4. Biopolymers:
The variability and site recognition of biopolymers, such as

DNA molecules, offer a wide range of opportunities for the self-
organization of wire nanostructures into much more complex
patterns. The DNA backbones may then, for example, be coated in
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metal. They also offer opportunities to link nano- and
biotechnology in, for example, biocompatible sensors and small,
simple motors.

Such self-assembly of organic backbone nanostructures is
often controlled by weak interactions, such as hydrogen bonds,
hydrophobic, or van der Waals interactions (generally in aqueous
environments) and hence requires quite different synthesis
strategies to CNTs, for example. The combination of one-
dimensional nanostructures consisting of biopolymers and
inorganic compounds opens up a number of scientific and
technological opportunities.

II.6.3.1.3. Nanoscale in Three Dimensions
II.6.3.1.3.1. Nanoparticles:

II.6.3.1.3.1.1.About Nanoparticles
Nanoparticles are often defined as particles of less than

100nm in diameter that exhibit new or enhanced size-dependent
properties compared with larger particles of the same material.

Nanoparticles exist widely in the natural world: for example
as the products of photochemical and volcanic activity, and created
by plants and algae. They have also been created for thousands of
years as products of combustion and food cooking, and more
recently from vehicle exhausts. Deliberately manufactured
nanoparticles, such as metal oxides, are by comparison in the
minority.
Nanoparticles are of interest because of the new properties (such as
chemical reactivity and optical behaviour) that they exhibit
compared with larger particles of the same materials. For example,
titanium dioxide and zinc oxide become transparent at the
nanoscale, however are able to absorb and reflect UV light, and
have found application in sunscreens.
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II.6.3.1.3.2. Applications of Nanoparticles:
1. In short-term:

New cosmetics, textiles and paints.
2. In longer term:

In methods of targeted drug delivery where they
could be to used deliver drugs to a specific site in the body.

Nanoparticles can also be arranged into layers on surfaces,
providing a large surface area and hence enhanced activity, relevant
to a range of potential applications such as catalysts.

Manufactured nanoparticles are typically not products in
their own right, but generally serve as raw materials, ingredients or
additives in existing products. Nanoparticles are currently in a
small number of consumer products such as cosmetics and their
enhanced or novel properties may have implications for their
toxicity.

II.6.3.1.3.2. Fullerenes:

Figure (2): Model C60

In the mid-1980s a new class of carbon material was
discovered called carbon 60 (C60).Harry Kroto and Richard
Smalley, the experimental chemists who discovered C60 named it
"buckminsterfullerene", in recognition of the architect Buckminster
Fuller, who was well-known for building geodesic domes, and the
term fullerenes was then given to any closed carbon cage.
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C60 are spherical molecules about 1nm in diameter,
comprising 60 carbon atoms arranged as 20 hexagons and 12
pentagons: the configuration of a football.

In 1990, a technique to produce larger quantities of C60 was
developed by resistively heating graphite rods in a helium
atmosphere. Several applications are envisaged for fullerenes, such
as miniature ‘ball bearings’ to lubricate surfaces, drug delivery
vehicles and in electronic circuits.

II.6.3.1.3.3. Dendrimers:
Dendrimers are spherical polymeric molecules, formed

through a nanoscale hierarchical self-assembly process. They will
be discussed later in details.

II.6.3.1.3.2. Quantum Dots:
Nanoparticles of semiconductors (quantum dots) were

theorized in the 1970s and initially created in the early 1980s. If
semiconductor particles are made small enough, quantum effects
come into play, which limit the energies at which electrons and
holes (the absence of an electron) can exist in the particles. As
energy is related to wavelength (or colour), this means that the
optical properties of the particle can be finely tuned depending on
its size. Thus, particles can be made to emit or absorb specific
wavelengths (colours) of light, merely by controlling their size.

Recently, quantum dots have found applications in
composites, solar cells (Gratzel cells) and fluorescent biological
labels
(for example to trace a biological molecule) which use both the
small particle size and tuneable energy levels.

Recent advances in chemistry have resulted in the
preparation of monolayer-protected, high-quality, monodispersed,
crystalline quantum dots as small as 2nm in diameter, which can be
conveniently treated and processed as a typical chemical reagent.
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III. Applications of Nanotechnology
III.1. Nano Medicine

To understand what nanotechnology can do for medicine, we
need a picture of the body from a molecular perspective. The
human body can be seen as a work yard, construction site, and
battleground for molecular machines. It works remarkably well,
using systems so complex that medical science still doesn't
understand many of them. Failures, though, are all too common.

III.3.1. Medicine Today
When the body's working, building, and battling goes awry,

we turn to medicine for diagnosis and treatment. Today's methods,
though, have obvious shortcomings.

III.3.2. Shortcomings of Today's Medicine
Current medicine is limited both by its understanding and by

its tools. In many ways, it is still more an art than a science.
Better tools could provide both better knowledge and better ways to
apply that knowledge for healing. Doctors today can't affect
molecules in one cell while leaving identical molecules in a
neighboring cell untouched because medicine today cannot apply
surgical control to the molecular level.

III.1.3. Nanotechnology in Medicine
Developments in nanotechnology will result in improved

medical sensors. As protein chemist Bill DeGrado notes, “Probably
the first use you may see would be in diagnostics: being able to take
a tiny amount of blood from somebody, just a pinprick, and
diagnose for a hundred different things. Biological systems are
already able to do that, and I think we should be able to design
molecules or assemblies of molecules that mimic the biological
system”.
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In the longer term, the story of nanotechnology in medicine
will be the story of extending surgical control to the molecular
level. The easiest applications will be aids to the immune system,
which selectively attack invaders outside tissues. More difficult
applications will require that medical nanomachines mimic white
blood cells by entering tissues to interact with their cells. Further
applications will involve the complexities of molecular-level
surgery on individual cells. One approach to nanomedicine would
make use of microscopic mobile devices built using molecular-
manufacturing equipment.They would either be biodegradable,
self-collecting, or collected by something else once they were done
working. Development will start with the simpler applications.

III.1.4.Applying Nanomedicine outside the body:
The skin is the body's largest organ, and its exposed position

subjects it to a lot of abuse. This exposed position, though, also
makes it easier to treat. Among the earlier applications of molecular
manufacturing may be those popular, quasimedical products,
cosmetics. A cream packed with nanomachines could do a better
and more selective job of cleaning than any product can today. It
could remove the right amount of dead skin, remove excess oils,
add missing oils, apply the right amounts of natural moisturizing
compounds, and even achieve the elusive goal of "deep pore
cleaning" by actually reaching down into pores and cleaning them
out. The cream could be a smart material with smooth-on, peel-off
convenience.

III.1.5. Applying Nanomedicine inside the body:
III.1.5.1.In the Bloodstream:

The bloodstream carries everything from nutrients to
immune-system cells, with chemical signals and infectious
organisms besides.
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Figure (3): Immune Machines

Medical nanodevices could augment the immune system by
finding and disabling unwanted bacteria and viruses. The immune
device in the foreground has found a virus; the other has touched a
red blood cell.

Here, it is useful to think in terms of medical nanomachines
that resemble small submarines, like the ones in Figure (1). Each of
these is large enough to carry a nanocomputer as powerful as a
mid-1980s mainframe, along with a huge database (a billion bytes),
a complete set of instruments for identifying biological surfaces,
and tools for clobbering viruses, bacteria, and other invaders.

III.1.5.2.Inside tissues:
White blood cells can leave these vessels to move among the

neighboring cells. Immune machines and similar devices could do
the same. Fighting organisms in the bloodstream would be a major
advance, cutting their numbers and inhibiting their spread. Roving
medical nanomachines, though, will be able to hunt down invaders
throughout the body and eliminate them entirely.
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III.1.5.2.1. Eliminating Invaders:
Bacteria, protozoa, worms, and other parasites have even

more obvious molecular markers. Once identified, they could be
destroyed, ridding the body of the disease they cause. Immune
machines thus could deal with tuberculosis, strep throat, leprosy,
malaria, amoebic dysentery, sleeping sickness, river blindness,
hookworm, flukes, candida, valley fever, antibiotic-resistant
bacteria, and even athlete's foot.

III.1.5.2.2. Herding Cells and Rebuilding Tissues:
Cells respond to a host of signals from their environment

(ex: chemicals). Cell-herding devices would use these signals to
stimulate cell division where it is needed and to discourage it where
it is not.

For example: they could restore artery walls and artery linings
to health, by ensuring that the right cells and supporting
structures are in the right places. This would prevent most heart
attacks.

III.1.5.2.3. Working on Cells
Today, researchers can inject new DNA into cells using a

tiny needle; small punctures in a cell membrane automatically
reseal. But both these techniques use tools that on a cellular scale
are large and clumsy—like doing surgery with an ax or a wrecking
ball, instead of a scalpel. Nano-scale tools will enable medical
procedures involving delicate surgery on individual cells.

III.1.5.2.4. Eliminating Viruses by Cell Surgery
When the immune system deals with a viral illness, it both

attacks free virus particles before they enter cells, and attacks
infected cells before they can churn out too many more virus
particles.
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These viruses can be eliminated by molecular-level cellular
surgery. The required devices could be small enough to fit entirely
within the cell.

III.1.5.2.5. Healing Body and Limb
The ability to herd cells and to perform molecular repairs

and cell surgery will open new vistas for medicine. These abilities
apply on a small scale, but their effects can be large scale.

III.1.5.2.6. Correcting Chemistry
In many diseases, the body as a whole suffers from

misregulation of the signaling molecules that travel through its
fluids.

For example: Obesity is a serious medical problem, increasing the
risk of diabetes mellitus, osteoarthritis, degenerative diseases of the
heart, arteries, and kidneys, and shortening life expectancy. And the
supposed cause, simple overeating, has been shown to be
incorrect—something dieters had always suspected, as they
watched thinner colleagues gorge and yet gain no weight.

The ability to lay in stores of fat was a great benefit to
people once upon a time, when food supplies were irregular,
nomadism and marauding bands made food storage difficult and
risky, and starvation was a common cause of death. Our bodies
regulate fat reserves accordingly. This is why dieting often has
perverse effects. The body, when starved, responds by attempting
to build up greater reserves of fat at its next opportunity. The main
effect of exercise in weight reduction isn't to burn up calories, but
to signal the body to adapt itself for efficient mobility.

Obesity therefore seems to be a matter of chemical signals
within the body, signals to store fat for famine or to become lean
for motion. Nanomedicine will be able to regulate these signals in
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the bloodstream, and to adjust how individual cells respond to them
in the body. The latter would even make possible the elusive "spot
reduction program" to reshape the distribution of body fat.

III.1.5.2.7.New Organs and Limbs
Nano-manufactured medical devices will be of dramatic

value to those who have suffered massive trauma. Take the case of
a patient with a crushed or severed spinal cord high in the back or
in the neck. The latest research gives hope that when such patients
are treated promptly after the injury, paralysis may be at least
partially avoidable, sometimes. But those whose injuries weren't
treated -including virtually all of today's patients-remain paralyzed.

With the techniques discussed above, it will become possible
to remove scar tissue and to guide cell growth so as to produce
healthy arrangements of the cells on a microscopic scale. With the
right molecular-scale poking and prodding of the cell nucleus, even
nerve cells of the sorts found in the brain and spinal cord can be
induced to divide. Where nerve cells have been destroyed, there
need be no shortage of replacements. These technologies will
eventually enable medicine to heal damaged spinal cords, reversing
paralysis.

The ability to guide cell growth and division and to direct
the organization of tissues will be sufficient to regrow entire organs
and limbs, not merely to repair what has been damaged. This will
enable medicine to restore physical health despite the most grievous
injuries.

III.1.5.2.8. First Aid
Throughout the centuries, medicine has been constrained to

maintain functioning tissues, since once tissues stop functioning,
they can't heal themselves. With molecular surgery to carry out the
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healing directly, medical priorities change drastically—function is
no longer absolutely necessary. In fact, a physician able to use
molecular surgery would prefer to operate on nonfunctioning,
structurally stable tissue than on tissue that has been allowed to
continue malfunctioning until its structure was lost.

Brain tumors are an example: They destroy the brain's
structure, and with it the patient's skills, memories, and personality.
Physicians in the future should be able to immediately interrupt this
process, to stop the functioning of the brain to stabilize the patient
for treatment.

Techniques available today can stop tissue function while
preserving tissue structure. A variety of procedures can stabilize
tissues on a long-term basis. These procedures enable many cells—
but not whole tissues—to survive and recover without help;
advanced molecular repair and cell surgery will presumably tip the
balance, enabling cells, tissues, and organs to recover and heal.
When applied to stabilizing a whole patient, such a condition can
be called "biostasis". A patient in biostasis can be kept there
indefinitely until the required medical help arrives. So in the future,
the question "Can this patient be restored to health?" will be
answered "Yes, if the patient's brain is intact, and with it the
patient's mind."

III.1.6. The Threat of New Developing Diseases
New diseases continue to appear today as they have

throughout history. Today's population, far larger than that of any
previous century, provides a huge, fertile territory for their spread.

AIDS for example: Could it change and give rise to a form
able to spread, say, as colds do? Nobel Laureate Howard M. Temin
has said, "I think that we can very confidently say that this can't
happen."Nobel Laureate Joshua Lederberg, president of Rockefeller
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University in New York City, replied," I don't share your
confidence about what can and cannot happen." He points out that
"there is no reason a great plague could not happen again. . .We live
in evolutionary competition with microbes—bacteria and viruses.
There is no guarantee that we will be the survivors."

III.1.7.Nanotechnology Facing the Threats
Immune machines could be set to kill a new virus as soon as

it is identified. The instruments nanotechnology brings will make
viral identification easy. Some day, the means will be in place to
defend human life against viral catastrophe.

From eliminating viruses to repairing individual cells,
improving our control of the molecular world will improve health
care. Immune machines working in the bloodstream seem about as
complex as some engineering projects human beings have already
completed—projects like large satellites. Other medical
nanotechnologies seem to be of a higher order of complexity.

III.1.8. Automated Engineering
To succeed in designing a nanomachine capable of entering

a cell, reading its DNA, finding and removing a deadly viral DNA
sequence, and then restoring the cell to normal within a reasonable
number of years, we may need to automate much of the engineering
process, including software engineering. Today's best expert
systems are nowhere near sophisticated enough. The software must
be able to apply physical principles, engineering rules, and fast
computation to generate and test new designs. Call it "automated
engineering".

Automated engineering will prove useful in advanced
nanomedicine because of the sheer number of small problems to be
solved. The human body contains hundreds of kinds of cells
forming a huge number of tissues and organs. Taken as a whole
(and ignoring the immune system), the body contains hundreds of
thousands of different kinds of molecules. Performing complex
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molecular repairs on a damaged cell might require solving millions
of separate, repetitive problems. The molecular machinery in cell
surgery devices will need to be controlled by complex software,
and it would be best to be able to delegate the task of writing that
software to an automated system. Until then, or until a lot of more
conventional design work gets done, nanomedicine will have to
focus on simpler problems.

III.1.9. Aging
The deterioration that comes with aging is increasingly

recognized as a form of disease, one that weakens the body and
makes it susceptible to a host of other diseases.

Some researchers believe that aging is primarily the result of
a fairly small number of regulatory processes, and many of these
have already been shown to be alterable. If so, aging may be
tackled successfully before even simple cell repair is available. But
the human aging process is not well enough understood to enable a
confident projection of this; for example, the number of regulatory
processes is not yet known. A thorough solution may well require
advanced nanotechnology-based medicine, but a thorough solution
seems possible. The result would not be immortality, just much
longer, healthier lives for those who want them.

III.1.10. Restoring Species
A challenging problem related to medicine (and to biostasis)

is that of species restoration. Today, researchers are carefully
preserving samples from species now becoming extinct.

Each cell typically contains the organism's complete genetic
information, but what can be done with this? Many researchers
today collect samples for preservation thinking only of the
implantation scenario: one that they know has already been made to
work. Other researchers are taking a broader view: the Center for
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Genetic Resources and Heritage at the University of Queensland is
a leader in the effort. Daryl Edmondson, coordinator of the gene
library, explains that the center is unique because it will "actively
collect data. Most other libraries simply collate their own
collections." Director John Mattick describes it as a "genetic
Louvre" and points out that if genes from today's endangered
species aren't preserved, "subsequent generations will see we had
the technology to keep [DNA] software and will ask why we didn't
do it." With this information and the sorts of molecular repair and
cell-surgery capabilities we have discussed, lost species can
someday be returned to active life again as habitats are restored.
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III.2. Cancer and Nanotechnology

“Small is beautiful” and for anyone who believes in
nanotechnology “small is powerful” and with the arrival of
nanotechnology “small has become revolution”.

This review article explains the part and role played by
nanotechnology on cancer therapy. Nanotechnology will change the
very foundations of cancer diagnosis, treatment and prevention.

III.2.1. Nanodevices
Nanodevices are smaller than human cells (10,000 – 20,000

nm in diameter) and organelles and similar in size to large
noninvasive access to the interior of the living cell offers the
opportunity for unprecedented gains on both clinical and basic
research frontiers.

Nanoscale  devices smaller than 50nm can easily enters most
cells, while those smaller than 20 nm can transit out of blood
vessels. As a result, nanoscale devices can readily interact with
biomolecules on both the cell surface and within the cell, often in
ways that do not alter the behavior and biochemical properties of
those molecules.

III.2.2. Nanotechnology and Diagnostics
Today, cancer related nanotechnology research is proceeding

on two main fronts:
1.Laboratory based diagnostics
2.In vivo diagnostics and therapeutics
Nanoscale devices designed for laboratory use rely on many

of the methods developed to construct computer chips. For example
1-2nm wide wires built on a micron scale silicon grid can be coated
with monoclonal antibodies directed against various tumor markers.
With minimal shape preparation, substrate binding to even a small
number of antibodies produces a measurable change in the device’s
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conductivity, leading to a 100-fold increase in sensitivity over
current diagnostics techniques.

Nanoscale cantilevers, constructed as part of a larger
diagnostic device, can provide rapid and sensitive detection of
cancer related molecules.

Figure (4): Nanoscale cantilevers

Nanoscale cantilevers can be coated with molecules capable
of binding specific substrates, DNA complementary to a specific
gene sequence, for example. Such micron sized devices, can detect
single molecules of DNA or protein. Researchers have also been
developing a wide variety of nanoscale particles to serve as
diagnostic platform devices.

Already, research has shown that nanoscale delivery devices,
such as dendrimers (spherical, branched polymers), silica coated
miscelles,
ceramic nanoparticles, and cross linked liposomes, can be targeted
to cancer cells. This is done by attaching monoclonal antibodies or
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cell surface receptor ligands that binds specifically to molecules
found on the surface of cancer cells, such as high affinity folate
receptor and luteinizing  hormone releasing hormone (LH-RH) or
molecules unique to endothelial cells that become co-opted by
malignant cells, such as integrin.v.3.

Once they reach their target, the nanoparticles are rapidly
taken in to cells. As efforts in proteomics and genomics uncover
other molecules unique to cancer cells, targeted nanoparticles could
become the method of choice for delivering anticancer drugs
directly to tumor cells and their supporting endothelial cells.
Eventually it should be possible to mix and match anticancer drugs
with anyone of a number of nanotechnology based delivery
vehicles and targeting agents, giving researchers the opportunity to
tune the therapeutic properties without needing to discover new
bioactive molecules.

III.2.3. Nanotechnology and Cancer Therapy
On an equally unconventional front, efforts are focused on

constructing robust “smart” nanostructures that will eventually be
capable of detecting malignant cells in vivo, pinpointing their
location in the body, killing the cells, and reporting back that their
payload has done its job. The operative principles driving these
current efforts are modularity and multifunctionality, i.e., creating
functional building blocks that can be snapped together and
modified to meet the particular demands of a given clinical
situation.

A good example from the biological world is a virus capsule,
made from cowpea mosaic virus and cockhouse virus as potential
Nanodevices. Optical probe silica shell of coat protein that
assemble into a functional virus capsule offer a wide range of
chemical functionality that could be put to use to attach homing
molecules such as monoclonal antibodies or cancer cell specific
receptor antagonists, and reporter molecules such as magnetic
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resonance imaging (MRI) contrast agents, to the capsule surface,
and to load therapeutic agents inside the capsule.

While such work with naturally existing nanostructures is
promising, chemists and engineers have already made substantial
progress turning synthetic materials into multifunctional
nanodevices. Dendrimers, 1-10nm spherical polymers of uniform
molecular weight made from branched monomers, are proving
particularly adept at providing multifunctional modularity. In one
elegant demonstration, investigators attached folate which targets
the high affinity folate receptor found on some malignant cells, the
indicator fluorescein and either of the anticancer drugs
methotrexate or paclitaxel to a single dendrimers.

Figure (5): Dendrimer used in Cancer therapy

Both in vitro and in vivo experiments showed that this
nanodevice delivered its therapeutic payload specifically to folate
receptor positive cells while simultaneously labeling these cells for
fluorescent detection.

Subsequent work, in which fluorescent indicator of cell
death was linked to the dendrimers, provided evidence that the
therapeutic compound was not only delivered to its target cell but
also produced the desired effect. Already, some dendrimer based
constructs are making their way toward clinical trials for treating a
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variety of cancers. Such multifunctional nanodevices, sometimes
referred to as "nanoclinics", may also enable new types of
therapeutic dendrimers can serve as versatile nanoscale platforms
for creating multifunctional devices capable of detecting cancer and
delivery drugs. Contrast agents (X-ray, MRI) cell death sensor
therapeutic cancer cell targeting approaches or broader application
of existing approaches to killing malignant cells.

For example: silica coated lipid micelles containing LH-RH as a
targeting agent has been used to deliver iron oxide particles to LH-
RH receptor positive cancer cells. Once these so called nanoclinics
have been taken up by the target cell, they can not only be imaging
using MRI, but can also be turned into molecular scale thermal
scalpels: applying a rapidly oscillating magnetic field causes the
entrapped Fe2O3 molecules to become hot enough to kill the cell.

Figure (6): Nanoclinics destroying Cancer cells

The critical factor operating here is the nanoparticles can
entrap 10,000 or more Fe2O3 molecules, providing both enhanced
sensitivity for detection an enough thermal mass to destroy the cell.
From Nicolas Beeson, university of Michigan center for Biologic
Nanotechnology Drug Delivery Indicator “smart” dynamic
nanoplatforms have the potential to change the way cancer is
diagnosed, treated and prevented. The outside of such “nanoclinics”
could be decorated with a tumourhoming monoclonal antibody and
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coated with polyethylene glycol (PEG) to shield the device from
immune system detection.

The polymer matrix of such particles could be loaded with
contrast agents, which would provide enhanced sensitivity for
pinpointing tumor location within the body, and various types of
therapeutic agents, such as reactive oxygen generating
photodynamic sensitizers that would be activated once the particle
detected a malignant cell. From Raoul Kopelman and Martin
Philbert, University of Michigan photo sensitizers used in
photodynamic therapy, in which light is used to generate reactive
oxygen locally within tumors, have also been entrapped in targeted
nanodevices.

The next step in this work is to also entrap a light generating
system, such as the luciferin-lusiferase pair, in such a way as to
trigger light production only after the nanoparticles have been taken
up by a targeted cell. If successful, such an approach would greatly
extend the usefulness of photodynamic therapy to include treatment
of tumours deep within the body. Such multifunctional nanodevices
hold out the possibility of radially changing the practice of
oncology, perhaps providing the means to survey the body.

For the first signs of cancer and deliver effective
therapeutics during the earliest stages of the disease. Certainly,
researchers envision a day when a smart nanodevice will be able to
fingerprint a particular cancer and dispense the correct drug at the
proper time. In a malignant cell’s lifecycle, making individualized
medicine a reality at the cellular level.

III.2.4. Nanotechnology Platform
An important aspect of biomedical nanotechnology research

is that most systems are being designed as general platforms that
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can be used to create a diverse set of multifunctional diagnostic and
therapeutic devices.

Nanotechnology is providing a critical bridge between the
physical sciences and engineering, on the one hand, and modern
molecular biology on the other. Materials scientists, for example,
are learning the principles of the nanoscale world by studying the
behavior of biomolecules and biomolecular assemblies. In return,
engineers are creating a host of nanoscale tools that are required to
develop the systems the biology models of malignancy needed to
better diagnose, treat and ultimately prevent cancer.

National Nanotechnology Standardisation Laboratory for
Cancer
Therapy

As part of its cancer nanotechnology program the National
Cancer Institute is establishing a National resource laboratory that
will provide critical infra structure support to this rapidly
developing field. The National Nanotechnology Standardization
Laboratory (NSL) will fill a major resource gap in biomedical
nanotechnology by providing nanodevice assessment and
standardization capabilities that many experts have identified as a
critical realm.

The basic functions carried out by the NSL will include:
1. GMP synthesis of sizable quantities of a variety of
nanoparticles and nanodevices
2. Characterization of nanoparticles and devices
3. Functionalization of nanoparticles
4. Development of tools and methods for characterizing both
native and functionalized nanoparticles
5. Creation of reference standards and release specifications
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III.2.6.CONCLUSION
To help meet the goal of eliminating death and suffering

from cancer by 2015, The National Cancer Institute (NCI) is
engaged in efforts to harness the power of nanotechnology to
radially change the way we diagnose, image, and treat cancer.
Already, NCI programs have supported research on novel
nanodevices capable of one or more clinically important functions,
including detecting cancer at its earliest stages, pinpointing its
location within the body, delivering anticancer drugs specifically to
malignant cells, and determining if these drugs are killing
malignant cells.

"Nanotechnology is going to be the shaping of the future in
cancer therapy"

III.3. Nanotechnology in Food and Agriculture
Manufactured nanoparticles, nano-emulsions and nano-

capsules are now found in agricultural chemicals processed foods,
food packaging and food contact materials including food storage
containers, cutlery and chopping boards. Friends of the Earth
organization have identified 104 of these products, which are now
on sale internationally.

Against the backdrop of dangerous climate change, there is
growing public interest in reducing the distances that food travels
between producers and consumers, yet nanotechnology appears
likely to promote transport of fresh and processed foods over even
greater distances.

Materials now used in nutritional supplements, food
packaging and food contact materials, have been found to be highly
toxic to cells in test tube studies. Preliminary environmental studies
also suggest that these substances may be toxic to ecologically
important species such as water fleas.
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Yet there is still no nanotechnology-specific regulation or
safety testing required before manufactured nanomaterials can be
used in this field. Nanotechnology also poses broader challenges to
the development of more sustainable food and farming systems.

III.3.1. Nanofood
The term "nanofood" describes food which has been

cultivated, produced, processed or packaged using nanotechnology
techniques or tools, or to which manufactured nanomaterials have
been added.

Examples:
1-Nanoparticles of iron or zinc.
2-Nanocapsules containing ingredients like co-enzyme Q10

or
Omega 3.

We will be able to eat any food, no matter how rich. Sugar ،
salt, fat, cholesterol , all the things we love but have to consume in
moderation now will have no restrictions on them in future. All
food will be nutritious; the sole criterion for choosing meals will be
the taste.

Figure (7): Examples of the current use of nanomaterials in
agriculture,

foods and food packaging

Type of
Product

Product
name and

manufacturer

Nanocontent Purpose

Nutritional
supplement

Nanoceuticals
’mycrohydrin’
powder ،
RBC
Lifesciences

Molecular cages
1-5 nm
diameter made
from silica -
mineral hydride

Nano-sized mycrohydrin
has increased potency and
bioavailability. Exposure to
moisture releases H- ions and

acts as a powerful
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complex antioxidant.
Nutritional

drink
Oat Chocolate
Nutritional
Drink
Mix،Toddler
Health

300 particles of
iron
(Sun Active Fe)

Nano-sized iron particles
have increased reactivity and
bioavailability.

Food contact
material
(cooking
equipment)

Nano silver
cutting
board, A-Do
Global

Nanoparticles
of silver

Nano-sized silver particles
have increased antibacterial
properties.

Food contact
materials
(crockery)

Nano silver
baby mug ،
Baby Dream

Nanoparticles
of silver

Nano-sized silver particles
have increased antibacterial

properties.
Food contact
material
(kitchenware)

Antibacterial
kitchenware ،
Nanocaretech/
NCT

Nanoparticles
of silver

Nano-sized silver
particles

have increased
antibacterial

properties.

Food
packaging

Adhesive for
McDonald’s
burger
containers ،
Ecosynthetix

150-50nm
starch nano -
spheres

These nanoparticles have 400
times the surface area of
natural starch particles.
When
used as an adhesive they
require less water and thus
less time and energy to dry.

Food
additive

Aquasol
preservative ،

AquaNova

Nanoscale
micelle
(capsule) of
lipophilic or
water insoluble
substances

Surrounding active
ingredients
within soluble nanocapsules
increases absorption within
the body (including
individual cells).

Plant growth
treatment

PrimoMax
x, Syngenta

100nm particle
size emulsion

Increases potency of active
ingredients, potentially
reducing the quantity to be
applied.
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Manufactured nanomaterials are already used in some food
products، nutritional supplements, many packaging and food
storage applications and some agricultural inputs (e.g. fertilizers
and pesticides. In this report we use the term pesticide to mean any
chemical used to control either animal or plant pests, i.e. including
both pesticides and herbicides.

Friends of the Earth’s organization investigation into the use
of nanotechnology across the food chain reveals that foods which
contain manufactured nanomaterial ingredients and additives are
not the stuff of science function but are already found on
supermarket shelves.

Estimates of commercially available nanofoods vary widely;
nanotechnology analysts estimate that between 150-600 nanofoods
and 400-500 nano food packaging applications are already on the
market.

III.3.1.1. Nanotechnology and food processing
III.3.1.1.1. Nanofood now no longer just a vision:

The vision of nanofoods described by nanofood
technologists includes liquids that can change color, taste and
texture at the press of a microwave button, and products customized
to respond to an individual’s health and nutritional requirements.
Yet while such applications can best be described as "next
generation" nanofoods products are far closer to commercialization.

Nestlé and Unilever are reported to be developing a nano -
emulsion based ice cream with a lower fat content that retains a
fatty texture and flavor.
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Nano-nutritional additives are already being used to boost
the vitamin and mineral content of some processed foods and to
speed up the manufacturing of processed meats.

III.3.1.1.2. Processing aids:
Nano-encapsulated active ingredients including vitamins and

fatty acids are now sold commercially for use in processing and
preservation of beverages, meats ،cheese and other foods
(Aquanova undated). Nanoparticles and particles a few hundred
nanometres in size are added intentionally to many foods to
improve flow properties (e.g. how well it pours), color and stability
during processing, or to increase shelf life .

Examples:
1-Alumino-silicates are commonly used as anti-caking agent,

granular or powdered processed foods.
2-Anatase titanium dioxide is a common food whitener and

brightener additive, used in confectionery, some cheeses and
sauces.

In bulk form (conventional, larger particle size), these food
additives are usually biologically inert and are considered by
regulators the European Union and elsewhere to be safe for human
consumption

However, these regulators make no distinction between
particle size when assessing the safety of food additives ،despite the
growing evidence that many nano-scale additives show heightened
toxicity risks.

Example: 200nm particles of titanium dioxide have been found to
be immunologically active and could cause inflammationScientists
have suggested that particles a few hundred nanometres in size that
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are used as food additives may be a factor in the rising incidence of
auto-immune diseases like irritable bowel syndrome and Crohn’s
disease

III.3.1.1.3. Nutritional additives:
Nutritional additives are another growing source of

nanoparticles in foods. The institute of Medicine of the U.S
National Academy of Sciences defines "functional foods", also
known as "nutraceuticals":
(A combination of the words nutrition and pharmaceutical) as:
"foods that provide a health benefit beyond the traditional nutrients
contain".

Dairy products, cereals, breads and beverages are now
fortified with vitamins, minerals such as iron, magnesium or zinc,
probiotics, bioactive peptides ،antioxidants, plant sterols and soy.
Some of these active ingredients are now being added to foods as
nanoparticles or particles a few hundred nanometres in size.

Active ingredients include vitamins, preservatives and
enzymes. These have until recently been added to foods in
microscale capsules, but are now also being produced in capsules
thousands of times smaller in an effort to increase their potency.

For example: many of the commonly used Omega 3 food additives
are micrometres in size, such as the 140-180 µm micro-
encapsulated tuna fish oils used by Nu-Mega Driphorm® to fortify
Australia’s Tip Top bread line

However, increasingly companies such as Aquanova and
Zymes are offering Omega 3 in 30-40nm nano-capsules - an
incredible 4,000 times smaller than the Nu-Mega range.
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Aquanova’s Novasol range of nano-encapsulated bioactive
ingredients also includes vitamins, co-enzyme Q10 ،isoflavones,
flavonoids, carotenoids ،phyto-extracts, essential oils, preserving
agents, food coloring substances and other bioactive substances.

The effectiveness of nutraceutical ingredients depends on
preserving and enhancing their bioavailability.

Nano-sizing or nano-encapsulating active ingredients
delivers greater bioavailability ،improved solubility and increased
potency compared to these substances in larger or micro-
encapsulated form

III.3.1.1.4. Modern food processing methods produce
nanoparticles:

Processing techniques which produce nanoparticles, particles
up to a few hundred nanometres in size, and nano-scale emulsions
are used in the manufacture of salad dressings ،chocolate syrups,
sweeteners, flavoured oils, and many other processed foods.

These processing techniques are used precisely because the
textural changes and flow properties they produce are attractive to
manufacturers.

Nanopathology researcher Dr Antonietta Gatti has found
that many food products contain insoluble, inorganic nanoparticles
and microparticles that have no nutritional value, and which appear
to have contaminated foods unintentionally, for example as a result
of the wear of food processing machines or through environmental
pollution.

Gatti and colleagues tested breads and biscuits and found
that about 40% contained inorganic nanoparticle and microparticle
contamination.
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The potential for such foods to pose new health risks must
be investigated in order to determine whether or not related new
food safety standards are required. Just as a better understanding of
the health risks of incidental nanoparticles in air pollution have
resulted in efforts to reduce air pollution, improved understanding
of the health risks associated with incidental nanoparticle
contaminants in foods may also warrant efforts to reduce incidental
nanoparticles ‘contamination of processed foods.

III.3.1.2. Nanotechnology used for food packaging and food
contact materials

III.3.1.2.1. Extending the shelf-life of packaged Foods:
One of the earliest commercial applications of

nanotechnology within the food sector is in packaging.
Between 400 and 500 nano -packaging products are

estimated to be in commercial use now, while nanotechnology is
predicted to be used in the manufacture of 25% of all food
packaging within the next decade.

How to extend shelf-life of packaged foods?
By improving  the barrier functions of food packaging to

reduce gas and moisture exchange and UV light exposure.

For example: DuPont has announced the release of a nano titanium
dioxide plastic additive "DuPont Light Stabilizer 210" which could
reduce UV damage of foods in transparent packaging. In 2003, over
90% of nano packaging (by revenue) was based on nano-
composites, in which nanomaterials are used to improve the barrier
functions of plastic wrapping for foods, and plastic bottles for beer ،
soft drinks and juice.

Nano-packaging can also be designed to release
antimicrobials, antioxidants, enzymes, flavors and nutraceuticals to
extend shelf-life.
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III.3.1.2.2. Edible Nano coatings:
Most of us are familiar with the waxy coatings often used on

apples .Now nanotechnology is enabling the development of
nanoscale edible coatings as thin as 5nm wide, which are invisible
to the human eye. Edible nano coatings could be used on meats,
cheese, fruit and vegetables, confectionery, bakery goods and fast
food. They could provide a barrier to moisture and gas exchange,
act as a vehicle to deliver colours, flavours ،antioxidants, enzymes
and anti-browning agents, and could also increase the shelf life of
manufactured foods, even after the packaging is opened.

III.3.1.2.3. Chemical release Nano packaging:
It enables food packaging to interact with the food it

contains. The exchange can proceed in both directions. Packaging
can release nanoscale antimicrobials, antioxidants ،flavours,
fragrances or nutraceuticals into the food or beverage to extend its
shelf life or to improve its taste or smell. Conversely, nano
packaging using carbon nanotubes is being developed with the
ability to ‘pump ‘out oxygen or carbon dioxide that would
otherwise result in food or beverage deterioration.

Nano packaging that can absorb undesirable flavours is also in
development.

III.3.3.1.4. Nano-based antimicrobial packaging and food
contact materials:

Distinct from trigger-dependent chemical release packaging,
designed to release biocides in response to the growth of a
microbial population, humidity or other changing conditions, other
packaging and food contact materials incorporate antimicrobial
nanomaterials, that are designed not to be released, so that the
packaging itself acts as an antimicrobial .

These products commonly use nanoparticles of silver
although some use nano zinc oxide or nano chlorine dioxide.
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Nano magnesium oxide, nano copper oxide, nano titanium
dioxide and carbon nanotubes are also predicted for future use in
antimicrobial food packaging.

III.3.3.1.5. Nano-sensor and track and trace packaging :
Packaging equipped with nano sensors is designed to track

either the internal or the external conditions of food products ،
pellets and containers throughout the supply chain. For example,
such packaging can monitor temperature or humidity over time and
then provide relevant information on these conditions.

Companies as diverse as Nestlé, British Airways, MonoPrix
Supermarkets, 3M and many others are already using packaging
equipped with chemical sensors, and nanotechnology is offering
new and more sophisticated tools to extend these capabilities and to
reduce costs.

Nanotechnology is also enabling sensor packaging to
incorporate cheap radio frequency identification (RFID) tags.
Unlike earlier RFID tags, nano-enabled RFID tags are much
smaller , can be flexible and are printed on thin labels. This
increases the tags’ versatility.

For example: Enabling the use of labels which are effectively
invisible and thus enables much cheaper production .

Other varieties of nano-based track and trace packaging
technologies are also in development.

III.3.2. Nanotechnology used in agriculture
Nanotechnology is introducing a new array of potentially more

toxic pesticides, plant growth regulators and chemical fertilizers
than those in current use at a time when we should be increasing
our support for more sustainable food systems. By providing new
tools for gene manipulation, nanotechnology is also kely to expand
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the genetic engineering of crops. Such systems may also result in
larger scale agribusiness employing ever fewer workers.

III.3.2.1. Nano agrochemicals are already in commercial use:
Some of the first nano agrochemicals in development are

nano-reformulations of existing pesticides, fungicides, plant, soil
and seed treatments.

Joseph and Morrison (2006) observed that many companies
make formulations which contain nanoparticles within the 100-250
nm size range that are able to dissolve in water more effectively
than existing ones (thus increasing their activity). Other companies
employ suspensions of nanoscale particles (nanoemulsions), which
can be either water or oil-based and contain uniform suspensions of
pesticidal or herbicidal nanoparticles in the range of 200-400 nm.

III.3.2.2.Nano-genetic manipulation of agricultural crops
andanimals:

For decades, molecular biologists have sought to genetically
engineer microbes, plants and animals, but have been faced with
many technical limitations and hurdles. Nanobiotechnology now
appears to offer a new suite of tools to manipulate the genes of
plants or animals by using nanoparticles, nanofibres and
nanocapsules, rather than using viral vectors, to carry foreign DNA
and chemicals into cells.

These nanomaterials can transport a much larger number of
genes
as well as the chemicals that trigger gene expression. Theoretically,
the use of nanotechnology also offers greater control over the
release of DNA at the target site.
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General Applications of Nanotechnology in Agriculture
1. Crop improvement
2. Anobiotechnology
3. Analysis of gene expression and Regulation
4. Soil management
5. Plant disease diagnostics
6. Efficient pesticides and fertilizers
7. Water management
8. Bioprocessing
9. Post Harvest Technology
10. Monitoring the identity and quality of agricultural

produce
11. Precision agriculture

III.3.2.4. Conclusion
Given the potentially serious health and environmental risks

and social implications associated with nanofood and agriculture,
Friends of the Earth organization, Australia ،Europe and United
States are calling for:
A moratorium on the further commercial release of food products,
food packaging, food contact materials and agrochemicals that
contain manufactured nanomaterials until nanotechnology-specific
safety laws are established and the public is involved in decision
making.
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III.4. Nanotechnology and water

Freshwater looks like it will become the oil of the 21st
century, scarce, expensive and fought over. While over 70 % of the
Earth’s surface is covered by water, most of it is unusable for
human consumption. According to the Government of Canada’s
Environment Department (a great resource for facts and all kinds of
aspects about water), freshwater lakes, rivers and underground
aquifers represent only 2.5 % of the world’s total freshwater
supply. Freshwater is also very unevenly distributed. The United
Nations has compared water consumption with its availability and
has predicted that by the middle of this century between 2 billion
and 7 billion people will be faced with water scarcity. Due to the
shortage of safe drinking water in much of the world, there are 3.3
million deaths every year from diarrheal diseases caused by E. coli,
salmonella and cholera bacterial infections, and from parasites and
viral pathogens. In fact, between 1990 and 2000, more children
died of diarrhea than all the people killed in armed conflicts since
the Second World War.

The use of nanotechnologies in four key water industry segments
that are:

1. Monitoring
2. Desalinization
3. Purification
4. Wastewater treatment

III.4.1. Difference between purification of water by
nanotechnology and conventional methods

However, water purification technology is often
complicated, requires sophisticated equipment and is expensive to
run and maintain. Moreover, it usually requires a final costly
disinfection stage. The Australian team suggests that
nanotechnology could provide a simple answer to the problem.
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III.4.2. How nanoparticles purify water?
Tiny particles of pure silica coated with an active material

could be used to remove toxic chemicals, bacteria, viruses, and
other hazardous materials from water much more effectively and at
lower cost than conventional water purification methods, according
to researchers writing in the current issue of the International
Journal of Nanotechnology.

The researchers have investigated how silica particles can be
coated easily with a nanometer-thin layer of active material based
on a hydrocarbon with a silicon-containing anchor. The coating is
formed through a chemical self-assembly process so involves
nothing more than stirring the ingredients to make the active
particles.

Peter Majewski and Chiu Ping Chan of the Ian Wark
Research Institute, at the University of South Australia, explain that
the availability of drinking quality water is fast becoming a major
socio-economic issue across the globe, especially in the developing
world.

These active particles, so called Surface Engineered Silica
(SES), were then tested to demonstrate that they could remove
biological molecules, pathogens such as viruses like the Polio virus,
bacteria like Escherichia coli, and Cryptosporidium parvum, which
is a waterborne parasite.

They point out that the filtration process occurs through an
electrostatic attraction between the pathogens and the surface
engineered particles.

The team's nanotech approach to water purification could
help prevent disease and poisoning for potentially millions of
people.
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V. Limitations of Nanotechnology

Every time a technology solves a problem, it creates new
problems. This doesn't mean that the change is neutral, or for the
worse.

Molecular manufacturing and nanotechnology will bring far
greater changes, placing far greater strains on our ability to adapt it
offers the possibility of drastic change, a change in the means of
production more fundamental than the introduction of industry, or
of agriculture. Our economic and social structures have evolved
around assumptions that will no longer be valid.

Nanotechnology may pose serious risks, environmental,
manufacturing, political and security, educational gap, essential
human, environmental, societal structure and human health risks.

IV.1. Human health risks
Several studies have shown that due to the high surface-area-

to-volume ratio and higher reactivity of nanostructures, large doses
can cause cells and organs to demonstrate a toxic response even
when the material is non-toxic at the (larger) microscale or
macroscale. Some nano-sized particles are able to penetrate the
olphactory system, the liver and other organs, passing along nerve
axons into the brain, nanomaterials may combine with iron or other
metals, thereby increasing the level of toxicity and so pose
unknown risks.

IV.2. Environmental risks
Nanostructures may have a significant impact on the

environment due to the potential for bioaccumulation, particularly
if they absorb smaller contaminants such as pesticides, cadmium
and organics and transfer them along the food chain.
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IV.3. Manufacturing risks
Radically new manufacturing methods may change the

market, production levels and geographical distribution of industry,
as well as the distribution of the work force. Also, workers
potentially face greater exposure to the human health and safety
risks.

IV.4. Educational gap risk
If the knowledge within scientific/industrial communities is

not appropriately shared with regulatory agencies, civil society and
the public, risk perception/management may not be based on the
best available knowledge, innovative opportunities may be lost and
public confidence in transparency and accountability may erode.

IV.5. Essential human and environmental risks
There is apprehension about the use of nanotechnology to

fundamentally change how human and environmental biosystems
work. Examples include further enhancements to genetic
modification, devices to control the human brain and body, changes
to the environment, human safety and quality of life.

V. Final Word

V.1. Market Potential
Nanotechnology is a global phenomenon, and no country

wants to be left behind. Worldwide, there is a “nanorace” going on
– with US, EU and Japan leading the pack. US government is
spending over US$1 billion in nanotechnology research per year.
EU is spending even more. Over the next four years however, Japan
is expected to outspend USA and EU in terms of governmental
funding. China, Germany and South Korea will also be receiving
significant government funding. Total private and public spending
for nanotechnology for 2008 will be at US$25 billion, $1 billion of
which will be from venture capital.
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The excitement in nanotechnology is understandable since it
is expected to impact virtually every industry. These include life
Science and healthcare (including medical devices, drug delivery,
and therapeutics), chemicals and advanced materials, electronics
and semiconductors, aerospace and defense, auto industry, textile,
food, and printing and packaging industries. No country wants to be
left behind.

The current market for nanotechnology products is estimated
at around US$18 billion. The nanotechnology industry is expanding
at a healthy pace of around 20% for the past few years and will
continue to grow at a very healthy pace for quite some time. Since
the potential of the market is so high and the technology has such
great potential and ability to impact so many different industries,
that we often see market figures of several trillion of dollars for
nanotechnology – this of course refers to the market value of the
end-products using nanotechnology.

V.2. About Egypt
There is a great chance for Egypt as a developing country to

enter this race depending on its own NT scientists like Prof. Dr.
Mustafa Al-Sayed and Prof. Dr. Muhammad Al-Nasha'i who will
give Egypt the ability to be one of the countries that will develop
the Future’s worldwide most used technology…NT.

"Nanotechnology is a truth and promises it holds are
stronger than fiction"
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